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Synopsis

Recently returned from four years in Afghanistan where he served with both the UK military and the Foreign Office, Lt. Col. Tom Tugendhat will speak about the problems of governance in northern Helmand and the differences between the Durrani tribes of the southern provinces and the Ghilzei tribes of the east. In broad terms these divide between ISAF’s RC(S) and RC(E). Tom will also talk about Musa Qala and its place in Afghan, and more recently, ISAF history. Tom was on the ground in both Lashkar Gah and Musa Qala during the so-called Musa Qala agreement of Aug 2006 and for the recapture of the town in Dec 2007.

 

Tom brings to the discussion his extensive experience in Afghanistan which includes being the adviser to the Governor of Helmand and later the first political officer in Musa Qala, a town of 30,000 people that dominates the north of the province. Tom now works in the Ministry of Defence for the Chief of the General Staff.

 

Presenter Biography

Tom graduated with a bachelor's degree in Theology from Bristol and holds a master's in Islamics from Cambridge. Following a number of years as a journalist based in Beirut and Damascus, Tom returned to London to work as a management consultant before joining the Army. In 2003 Tom served in Iraq as part of Op TELIC, the invasion of Iraq, and then left to work on a DoD contract organising the delivery of the New Iraqi Dinar, a project in which he delivered the equivalent of $4.5 billion, losing $5,000 to theft in the process. Tom then returned to government service in 2005, working for the Foreign and Commonwealth Office to assist with the training of the Office of the National Security Council before moving to Helmand to be the adviser to the Governor. Returning to uniformed service in 2007 Tom served as a political and tribal officer to UK forces and was, briefly, the interim Governor of Musa Qala in Northern Helmand before the restoration of government authority following Op MAR KARADAD in December 2007. Tom now works in the Ministry of Defence for the Chief of the General Staff.




Information: 

 

The National Security Teleconference Series is one of CENSA's flagship programs, developed to offer timely analysis of current topics related to international affairs, national defense, and U.S. foreign policy. Opinions expressed by speakers are personal and do not necessarily reflect the view of the organization. For questions or information related to the CENSA National Security Teleconference Series, please contact James Kirkhope at james.kirkhope@censa.net.   
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The Council for Emerging National Security Affairs (CENSA) is a non-partisan, non-profit 501(c)(3) research organization established in 1999. Its membership is a diverse international group of public sector foreign policy specialists, military officers, private sector professionals, and accomplished academics. CENSA's mission is to contribute to the ongoing dialogue shaping national security policy through formal discussions, graduate level teaching programs, virtual collaboration, frequent publications, and high quality research programs. Please visit www.censa.net. 

