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Speaker Biography:

 

Professor Thomas Johnson 

Professor Johnson is the Director of the Program for Culture & Conflict Studies. Under his direction, the program coordinates anthropological research activities on the human terrain of Central and South Asia. He was appointed to the faculty of the Naval Postgraduate School’s National Security Affairs Department in December 2003. At NPS, Johnson is teaching courses on Afghanistan, Central Asian crises, politics, terrorism, and security. He also regularly contributes to the Regional Security Education Program and the Leadership Development and Education for Security and Peace Program at NPS where he briefs deploying troops on subjects such as Afghanistan, Iraq, WMD proliferation, and the global jihad.
 
Professor Johnson also serves as a Senior Research Associate for NPS’ Center for Contemporary Conflict where he has conducted research on Afghanistan, Central Asia, the jihad, and Terrorism.
 
Professor Johnson serves as a member of the U.S. delegation to the NATO WMD Warning and Reporting Panel and serves as co-chairman of the NATO sub-panel of NBC Communication and Information System Interoperability and Integration.
 
Before joining the NPS faculty, Johnson was a Principal Senior Analyst with the Research Institute of the Illinois Institute of Technology (IITRI) and Director of the Modeling and Simulation Technical Research Institute, a collaborative research and educational organization between IITRI and the University of Virginia. Before coming to IITRI, Professor Johnson was a member of the research faculty of the Institute of Public Policy, George Mason University.
 
For two decades, Johnson has conducted research and written on Afghanistan and South Asia. He has directed major research efforts for the United States Government on Afghanistan and U.S. policy towards this country. He has written and published numerous studies on Afghanistan and its politics, culture, and anthropology. He is a member of the Afghanistan Editorial Board of the National Security Archive. Johnson has also published in the areas of Central Asia and Afghanistan, insurgencies, foreign policy analysis, peace research/conflict resolution, and political and defense economics modeling and simulation.

Moderator Biography:

 

Lt. Col. Michael Fenzel

 

Michael R. Fenzel is an active duty army lieutenant colonel. He is currently a PhD Student at the Naval Postgraduate School in Monterey, California. He has recently served as an airborne battalion task force commander in Afghanistan (2007-08) and as the deputy commander for the 1st brigade of the 82d airborne division (2005-06). As a field grade officer he served a one year tour in Iraq, after taking part in the parachute assault into northern Iraq in March of 2003. He served for short of two years as a Director for Transnational Threats at the National Security Council. In this capacity, he oversaw the coordination and implementation of U.S. counter-terrorism policy. He has also served as a Strategist and Policy Analyst for the Army Chief of Staff at the Pentagon. Mr. Fenzel received his Bachelor of Arts degree in Economics from the Johns Hopkins University in 1989 and holds Masters degrees from Harvard University and the U.S. Naval War College, both with an emphasis on international security.  Mr. Fenzel was a Term Member with the Council on Foreign Relations and is a former White House Fellow.

  



Information: 

 

The National Security Teleconference Series is one of CENSA's flagship programs, developed to offer timely analysis of current topics related to international affairs, national defense, and U.S. foreign policy. Opinions expressed by speakers are personal and do not necessarily reflect the view of the organization. For questions or information related to the CENSA National Security Teleconference Series, please contact James Kirkhope at james.kirkhope@censa.net.   

 

About CENSA:

 

The Council for Emerging National Security Affairs (CENSA) is a non-partisan, non-profit 501(c)(3) research organization established in 1999. Its membership is a diverse international group of public sector foreign policy specialists, military officers, private sector professionals, and accomplished academics. CENSA's mission is to contribute to the ongoing dialogue shaping national security policy through formal discussions, graduate level teaching programs, virtual collaboration, frequent publications, and high quality research programs. Please visit www.censa.net. 

