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Overview: 

Mr. Exum will provide his own unique perspective as former soldier, academic, and policy professional at the Center for a New American Security (CNAS) on the outlook for the current war in Afghanistan.  Following President Obama's shift in strategy and order to increase troop levels in country by over 34,000 the importance of the mission and impact on US credibility in the world is more decisive than ever before.  As the first units of the surge force begin to enter Afghanistan, outposts in the most remote parts of the country are closed down, and the fighting season seems poised to begin, Mr. Exum will address what he considers to be the critical aspects of the tactical, operational, and strategic issues General McChrystal and his force must address if they are to be successful on the ground.  

 

Speaker Biography: Andrew Exum  

Andrew Exum is an American scholar of the Middle East and a Fellow of the Center for a New American Security (CNAS). He also participated in General Stanley McChrystal's review of the American strategy in Afghanistan.  After graduating from The McCallie School in Chattanooga, Tennessee (1996) and theUniversity of Pennsylvania (2000), where he was a columnist for the Daily Pennsylvanian, Exum, a US Army officer, led a platoon of light infantry in Afghanistan following the September 11, 2001 attacks and subsequently led a platoon of Army Rangers as a part of special operations task forces in Kuwait and Afghanistan with the rank of Captain. He is a veteran of Operation Anaconda. He earned a Master’s degree in Middle Eastern Studies at the American University of Beirut. In 2006-2007, Exum was a Soref fellow at the Washington Institute for Near East Policy. He is pursuing his doctorate in the Department of War Studies, King's College London.  Blake Hounshell of Foreign Policy calls Exum, “one of the sharpest Middle East analysts around.”  While still on active duty, Exum wrote his first book, This Man's Army: A Soldier's Story from the Front Lines of the War on Terrorism.  On May 30, 2008, Exum revealed himself to be the founder of the blog Abu Muqawama (Arabic, for "father or expert of the Resistance"). This blog, "dedicated to following issues related to contemporary insurgencies," is followed by many notable students and practitioners of counterinsurgency in the military, academia and the media. The blog is now hosted by CNAS.



 

Information: 

 

The National Security Teleconference Series is one of CENSA's flagship programs, developed to offer timely analysis of current topics related to international affairs, national defense, and U.S. foreign policy. Opinions expressed by speakers are personal and do not necessarily reflect the view of the organization. For questions or information related to the CENSA National Security Teleconference Series, please contact James Kirkhope at james.kirkhope@censa.net.   

 

About CENSA:

 

The Council for Emerging National Security Affairs (CENSA) is a non-partisan, non-profit 501(c)(3) research organization established in 1999. Its membership is a diverse international group of public sector foreign policy specialists, military officers, private sector professionals, and accomplished academics. CENSA's mission is to contribute to the ongoing dialogue shaping national security policy through formal discussions, graduate level teaching programs, virtual collaboration, frequent publications, and high quality research programs. Please visit www.censa.net.

