2010 Call to Authors

Hybrid Warfare:  Transnational Threats and Policy Choices for an Era of Persistent Conflict

3000-5000 word essays requested by 01 March 2010

Final Drafts submitted by 15 June 2010 and Published in September 2010

Dear Colleagues, 

 

This announcement is to let all members know that we are embarking upon CENSA's next publication project -- "Hybrid Warfare: Transnational Threats and Policy Choices for an Era of Persistent Conflict.”   
We are asking each of you to consider joining the effort to build the compendium.  We are searching for authors from all national security disciplines - military officers, academics, economists, and foreign policy practitioners -  as we seek to reflect a wide diversity of perspectives from mid-career practitioners.  The format for contributions will be short essays on one topic within the themes outlined below.  

This will be CENSA’s eighth collaborative publishing effort and we expect the volume to be available to the public later this year.  In addition to publishing the volume, CENSA will organize related seminars, teleconferences, roundtables and/or other public speaking events, some hosted through our expanding regional chapters.

 

The term “hybrid warfare” has received much attention over the past few years.  Not everyone has accepted the term. Some question whether it is an accurate label for conflict in the twenty-first century.  Others lament the lack of specificity in characterizing the evolving nature of war and the inability to provide discriminating case studies.  Still, the term has been widely adopted by defense intellectuals, senior leaders, and defense planners. “Hybrid Warfare” has developed firm roots, perhaps because the qualifier “hybrid” captures the uncertainty surrounding the nature of future conflicts or the associated imagery of the “blurring” of our traditional approaches to mapping the spectrum of future conflicts.
 Alongside Dr. Robert Tomes, CENSA members Paul Brister and Thomas Schiller have agreed to serve as co-editors for this project.  Dr. Tomes, CENSA Board member and the project lead for our last publication (Crossroads Africa) will serve as the senior mentor to the project.  Paul is an active duty Air Force Special Operations Officer with over 11 years service and is currently pursuing his PhD in Security Studies from the Naval Postgraduate School in Monterey, CA.  Thomas has over sixteen years of experience in the research and analysis of terrorism recently contributing an article on Council of Europes Convention against Cybercrime and co-authoring an article on international laws and treaties against cybercrime in the Encyclopedia of Cybercrime (Greenwood Press). 
The current plan for the volume is to divide the publication into the following sections. 
I. Introduction and Framework for the Book
II. Hybridism and the Challenge of Framing Contemporary Warfare


· This section will examine the evolution of post-Cold War thinking about warfare and the changing nature of war.  We will need to address the evolution and impact on planning, policy, and operations of LIC, 4th Generation Warfare, IW, Hybrid Warfare, and other terms that have shaped thinking over the last decade.  

· We are also looking for chapters that summarize non-traditional aspects of contemporary conflict, including conflicts over resource scarcity (food, water, oil, etc.), organized crime, climate change, forced migration, and other topics.  These should be survey chapters that help readers understand and frame the rest of the volume.  We are also thinking about including short interviews with noted thinkers and policy makers in this section.
· We need at least one chapter characterizing the national security threat environment out to 2030 or that summarizes a number of such forecasts.
III.  Adapting Strategy and Policy  for an Era of Persistent, Complex Conflict

· We envision this section as providing key ideas and arguments for those charged with drafting the next U.S. National Security Strategy, National Defense Strategy, and State Department Strategic Plan.  
· We would like prospective authors to critically examine key areas of national security strategy and policy, especially the non-military aspects. 
· Authors should also propose for this section chapters that directly assess other powers (Russia, China, India, etc.) and regional powers. 
· Additional areas of consideration for this section include: domestic support for small wars and interventions; border security; professional development and training for the national security workforce; US grand strategy; NATO and security partner issues.
IV:  Implications of Hybrid Warfare on Military Operations and Planning
·  In this section, we need authors to address changes in the dimensions of warfare (land, sea, air, space, cyberspace, etc), operational art, and defense planning. 

· We would also like to critically address the changing nature of “the campaign” and/or the current state of operational art, making recommendations for the future.

· At least one author should address the changing role of the interagency in military operations and another to address how the relationship between “combat” and “support” branches/functions have been reversed.

 IV:  Case Studies and Scenarios

· We would like authors to propose case studies on the 2006 Lebanon War, conflicts related to resource scarcity, lessons from Urban conflict, etc.  
· We are also interested in plausible scenarios that provide additional insight for readers, planners, and policy makers. The scenarios do not need to be comprehensive but should be organized around a key challenge, concept, or operations in a way that stretches our thinking about what the future will hold
Our volume seeks to add to the ongoing debate over the applicability of the term ‘hybrid warfare’ and turns to CENSA members and selected experts for analysis and comment.  Please respond directly to Paul Brister at pdbriste@nps.edu with your interest in authoring a chapter or provide recommendations from someone you think CENSA should reach out to for inclusion in the volume.  
Manuscript details:
· Seeking 20-25 essays (3000-5000 words in length) on the impacts of contemporary conflict within strategic and policy realms; supported by case studies and future scenarios
· 200-250 pages in total length

· Published by CENSA with hard copies distributed to members and policy makers


· Foreword by senior military flag officer
· Preface by a sitting Congressman
· Introduction by Paul Brister and Robert Tomes
· Conclusion by Frank Hoffman (pending confirmation).

· First Drafts will be due to the editing team by 01 March 2010

· Final Drafts targeted for 15 June 2010

· Publication of the manuscript in September 2010

Since 1999, CENSA has built a strong reputation in the national security community by addressing emerging trends and offering insightful analysis and solutions from the mid-career practitioner’s perspective.  We sincerely hope you consider becoming a part of this project, and our continuing emergence as a premier research organization.

The Council for Emerging National Security Affairs (CENSA) is a nonpartisan, nonprofit research organization established in 1999. Its mission is to contribute to the ongoing dialogue shaping national security policy through formal discussion series and collaborative research projects leading to publications of lasting quality. CENSA’s activities draw upon the talents of its midcareer membership, a diverse, international group of public sector foreign policy specialists, military officers, private sector professionals, and accomplished academics. Please see www.censa.net for more information
