
 

 

 
National Security Teleconference Series 

 

Inter/Intracontinental Change in Latin American Relations 
 

Speaker: Robert P. Matthews, Ph.D., Senior Researcher, Centro de Investigación 
para la Paz (Madrid) 

 
Moderator: Samuel Cole, CENSA Board Member (New York) 

 
Host:  Solon Barocas, CENSA Member (New York) 

 
Date and Time:  Wednesday, September 13, 2006, 12:00-1:00PM EST 

 
Dial-in Number: 641-297-5900; participant code 23672 

 
Synopsis: A wave of recent electoral contests in Latin and Central American has drawn significant 

attention to what many pundits forecasted as a putative, unified shift to the political left. 
Results, however, have so far proven quite mixed—the contested outcome in Mexico, 
notably. While still more elections are to take place before year’s end, an apparent 
cleavage already now defines the political landscape of the continent. Venezuela, flush 
with petrodollars, will no doubt bankroll much of the mounting challenge, which in turn 
may help unify a patchwork of moderate and conservative governments. What might this 
cleavage mean for future relations with U.S., and even energy-hungry China and India? 

 
Registration: The teleconference is open to all CENSA members and guests. To register, please 

contact Solon Barocas at Solon.Barocas@censa.net, who will provide further technical 
details about calling-in. When registering, please indicate whether you are a CENSA 
member, your professional affiliation, and your call-in location.  

Speaker Bio: Robert. P. Matthews is a senior analyst at the Centro de Investigación para la Paz (CIP-
FUHEM), where he is a specialist in U.S. foreign policy. From 1981 to 2005, he was an 
Adjunct Professor at New York University in the Graduate School of Arts and Science, 
Department of History and the Center for Latin American and Caribbean Studies.  Earlier, 
Matthews served as Chair of the History Department, Fieldston School, Riverdale, NY 
and Associate Professor and Associate Dean of Faculty, Social Science, Hostos 
Community College (CUNY).  He has published articles, books, and prepared 
presentations for more than twenty years on Latin America, United States foreign policy, 
and, more recently, on the war against terrorism. 

Information: The National Security Teleconference Series is one of CENSA’s flagship programs, 
developed to offer timely analysis of current topics related to international affairs, national 
defense, and U.S. foreign policy. Opinions expressed by speakers are personal and do 
not necessarily reflect the view of the organization. For questions or information related to 
the CENSA National Security Teleconference Series, please contact Solon Barocas at 
Solon.Barocas@censa.net.  

 
About CENSA: The Council for Emerging National Security Affairs (CENSA) is a non-partisan, non-profit 

501(c)(3) research organization established in 1999. Its membership is a diverse 
international group of public sector foreign policy specialists, military officers, private 
sector professionals, and accomplished academics. CENSA's mission is to contribute to 
the ongoing dialogue shaping national security policy through formal discussions, 
graduate level teaching programs, virtual collaboration, frequent publications, and high 
quality research programs. Please visit www.censa.net. 


